
Otterburn Parish Council
Annual General Meeting

Tuesday, 18 May, 2021
Between 7.30pm and 7.40pm 
At Otterburn Memorial Hall 

MINUTES

Present
Cllrs Andrew Shone, Joanne Nichols, Ruth Appleby, Gemma Cook, George Peto

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk,  

Apologies for absence

There were no apologies.

1. Election of Officers

Andrew Shone was proposed as Chair by Ruth Appleby and seconded by George Peto.
George Peto was proposed as Vice Chair by Ruth Appleby and seconded by Gemma Cook.

2. Summary of the year’s activity
Report on the activity from May 2020 – April 2021 – This report outlines the significant matters of 
business covered by the Parish Council during the past year.

The last year has been perhaps been one of the most challenging for so many people during the 
covid pandemic. It has made a significant impact on the way of life globally including our parish 
here in rural Northumberland. However it is heartening to see how the community worked together
to help those suffering or isolating and it is hoped this community spirit will continue as we begin 
to ease from the restrictions and return to some normality. The Parish Council worked with AGE 
UK Northumberland, local volunteers and Georgie Kenny (RTC) to distribute food parcels as well 
as activity packs across the parish to those needing help.

The Parish Clerk has been the Parish Council representation on the Ray Windfarm Community 
Interest Company (CIC). There are a number of different funds depending on the type of 
organisation and amount being applied for. For details please refer to either / both 
https://raywindfund.co.uk/ or Jo Willis (Community Development Officer) at 
admin@raywindfund.co.uk .  

The Parish Council is working with various parties as part of with HLF Revitalising Redesdale for 
the refurbishment and significant upgrade of the Percy’s Cross area.  Following a tender process 
the contractor has been chosen and work is due to begin summer 2021.

Northumbria Water (NWL) has kindly provided £3,334 and Ray Windfunds £1,598 grants towards 
new speed indicator cameras to replace the broken cameras at either end of the village on the 
A696.

Meantime the Parish Council continue to work with Northumberland County Council (NCC) and 
Northumbria Police for further assistance to combat the number of speeding drivers through the 
village as well as safety concerns of pavement parking in certain locations along the main road.
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The Parish Council has also been successful in applying for funds that will provide a new solar 
light to help illuminate a dark area on the pavement between Snaiths and Rede Waterview. This 
matter is ongoing as the Parish Council work with (NCC) on the logistics of installation.

There has been investment in the battle to eliminate the blight of dog mess in the village. Two new
dog bag dispensers have been purchased and a new litter bin installed on the pavement going 
towards the school.

During the past 12 months there have been two litter pick events, both well attended by 
volunteers. Over 30 bags were collected to help make Otterburn a tidier, neater village. Thank you
to all those who helped.

A new Facebook page has been created for the Parish Council and has proven popular in sharing 
messages and progress of projects with the local community.

Four new flowers boxes have been purchased and installed in key locations about the village. 
Thanks to Cllr Peto and his family for arranging this and the volunteers who have committed to 
maintain these going forward.  Thanks are also expressed to Revitalising Redesdale that kindly 
funded this project.

Cllr Peto has initiated the first Village in Bloom competition free for Otterburn residents to 
participate. Prizes have kindly been donated by a number of local businesses and Diane Whyte of
Purple Haze Flowers will judge entries in the summer.

A new noticeboard has replaced the old wooden one in Willow Green. Unfortunately it was not 
possible to locate in exactly same position but as lockdown restrictions ease it begun to be used 
more and more. Revitalising Redesdale kindly funded the purchase of this new asset. 

Working with NCC the Brierley Gardens pavements were resurfaced during 2020 and it is hoped 
that sections of the pathway along the main road will also be resurfaced later this summer.

New railings were installed to replace those broken at the end of the alley from Brierley Gardens.

After numerous calls from parishioners the Parish Council are seeking through the Local 
Transport Programme for the introduction of 20mph speed restriction in both Brierley Gardens and
Willow Green. Additionally the Parish Council are continually liaising with NCC to make the road 
beyond Willow Green safer. The parish Council are seeking ideas from NCC that could be 
implemented to reduce the speed of vehicles as well make the route safer for pedestrians in the 
absence of pavement. 

There is continued work on the maintenance of the public seating as well as the Play Area 
equipment. A refurbished seat was relocated alongside the RTC and proven a popular site for dog 
walkers wishing to take a rest.

The Parish Council are in continued communications regarding the necessary repair work on the 
local roads as well as development work at the public toilets to improve the look of the site. 
Additionally a promise has been made by NCC to install lighting alongside the Council Depot to 
illuminate the pavement and help pedestrians when dark.

A flood plan has been developed with the help of the Environmental Agency and there is now a 
team of four wardens ready in case called upon during periods of heavy rain. 
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The Parish Council have considered 11 planning applications received from either NCC or 
Northumberland National Park during the past 12 months.

The Parish Council has agreed over the past year donations to Tynedale Hospice, Great North Air 
Ambulance, Community Action Northumberland and AGE UK Northumberland.

After careful deliberation the Councillors agreed to maintain the precept at £6,562.

Thanks go to my fellow Councillors who all given up free time to volunteer and assist in work to 
improve the quality of life within the Parish of Otterburn and neighbouring communities. 

3. Finance update
The Clerk advised the opening balance on 1 April 2020 had been £10,815 and closing balance at 
31 March, 2021 £16,245. Receipts for the year had totalled £14,453. This included £3,334 from 
Northumbria Water and £1,598 from Ray Windfunds both put towards the new speed indicator 
cameras. £1,939 was received from Revitalising Redesdale for a new noticeboard that has been 
installed in Willow Green. A further £225 was received from Ray Windfunds for replacement parts 
of the defibrillator at the Memorial hall and the portable unit. Additionally £725 was received as a 
VAT refund from HMRC.

The major items of expenditure during the 2020-21 financial year included £3,041 for Clerk’s 
salary, £1,939 for the new noticeboard, £846 for grass cutting, £439 for Parish Insurance, £390 for
donations to local charitable concerns, £265 maintenance costs for the defibrillators and £291 for 
subscriptions.

The Parish Council assets had increased in value to £43,769 recognising the purchase of the 
noticeboard.  

The Clerk advised that the cost of the speed indicator cameras was made in the 2021-22 financial
year and this was why the closing balance had shown a significant increase to the previous year

4. Reports from County Councillor and questions
Cllr Riddle had been unable to attend the meeting.

5. Matters for further discussion
There were no other matters raised.
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